OBSERVATION/SUBMISSION TO PLANNING APPLICATION
Case Reference: 324162

Denis Flynn
Caherbriskaun
Athenry
Galway

H65 FR92

To: An Coimisiun Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

D01 v902

Date: 25 May 2026

Re: Observation to the proposed development of a 220kV substation, telecommunications mast and
underground electricity cable infrastructure with associated works.

Location: Rathmorrissy, Pollnagroagh, Moanbaun, Castlelambert, Knocknacreeva, Caraunduff,
Caherbriskaun, Lisheenkyle East, Barrettspark and Cashla (Townlands), Athenry, Co. Galway

Applicant: Bord Gais Energy Limited

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am a homeowner and landowner in the townland of Caherbriskaun on the path of the electricity cable from
The Peaker Plant to the Cashla Substation.

Also there is a Junction Box going outside my front gate.

| am seriously opposed and horrified at this cable passing so close to my home as there is already the
motorway to my right and high powered cables and pylons to my left, which already are restricting me.

| by law own to the middle of the public road outside my property and under no circumstances will be
allowing this cable to pass on my side of the road.

| am unaware and fearful of the health implications that this cable will impact on my family and I, due to the
close proximity of the house from the roadway due to previous planning regulations. Basically to whom it
concerns, you put your bed on this cable and sleep on it, literally.

| have a freshwater well directly beside my house and | fear for this due to the cable dig. This supplies my
house and the farmyard with drinking water.

Having reviewed the application documentation, | have outlined my concerns regarding the proposed



development

Cumulative Construction Impact on Health and Wellbeing

| believe insufficient information has been provided regarding the cumulative impact of construction activity,
heavy traffic movements, excavation works, noise and prolonged disruption on the health, wellbeing and
quality of life of residents living close to the proposed infrastructure works.

Emergency Services and Limited Alternative Routes

I am concerned about the impact the proposed cable and construction works could have on emergency
access and daily movement throughout the area. The affected rural roads are used daily by ambulances,
emergency services, carers, school transport, farmers, local businesses and residents, and many of these
roads have limited alternative access routes available.

Private Wells, Livestock Water and Agricultural Land

Many farms and rural homes in the area rely on private wells, groundwater supplies and established drainage
networks. | am concerned that excavation, rock-breaking and underground cable installation works could
interfere with wells, livestock drinking water supplies, drainage systems and agricultural land conditions
during and after construction.

Damage to Hedgerows, Root Systems and Roadside Vegetation

The proposed cable route passes through established rural hedgerows, mature roadside vegetation and
tree-lined sections which form part of the local biodiversity network and rural landscape character. | am
concerned that trenching works and excavation activity could result in long-term damage to hedgerows, root
systems and roadside vegetation throughout the area.

Narrow Roads, HGV Traffic and Increased Congestion

The roads surrounding Lisheenkyle National School are already heavily used by local traffic, school transport
and agricultural vehicles. These roads are narrow, have restricted visibility and lack proper public hard
shoulders. The only widened sections are private parking bays located outside newer houses, which remain
the responsibility of homeowners and are not intended for pedestrian use or roadside safety. The introduction
of heavy construction traffic, HGVs and stop/go traffic systems would significantly increase congestion and
road safety risks for schoolchildren, residents and all road users.

Impact on Property Values and Investment Confidence

The proposed substation, underground cable infrastructure and associated development could negatively
influence future residential development, land use potential and investment confidence within the area. As a
resident/property owner in the area, | am concerned that the cumulative impact of this infrastructure could
reduce the attractiveness of the locality for existing and future residents and adversely affect the long-term
enjoyment, value and future use of nearby properties and landholdings.

Facilitating Fossil Fuel Infrastructure Against Climate Policy

The proposed substation, mast and underground cable infrastructure are intended to support the operation of



new gas-fired electricity generation infrastructure. | am concerned that the proposed development would
facilitate long-term fossil fuel energy infrastructure at a time when national and EU climate policy requires
significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and greater transition towards sustainable and
lower-carbon energy systems.

Residents and Landowners Not Individually Engaged

| am concerned that many residents, landowners and businesses affected by the proposed development
were not individually engaged regarding the practical impact the project could have on homes, farms, local
roads, property access and daily community life. No clear information appears to have been provided
regarding issues such as noise, vibration, road closures, rock-breaking, groundwater impacts or future
maintenance requirements.

Scale of Disruption and Infrastructure Pressure Underestimated

In my view, insufficient consideration has been given to the practical impact this development would have on
local communities, rural roads, farms, traffic movement, groundwater conditions and the overall character of
the surrounding area. Residents and road users would experience the development as a significant and
prolonged infrastructure project rather than as isolated standalone works. | believe the scale of disruption and
infrastructure pressure associated with the proposed development has been underestimated within the
planning documentation.

Conclusion

Given the scale of the proposed development and the uncertainty regarding construction impacts,
groundwater disturbance, traffic disruption, vibration impacts and long-term infrastructure effects, | do not
believe this proposal represents proper planning and sustainable development. In light of the unresolved
concerns regarding cumulative impacts, groundwater protection, traffic safety, environmental effects and the
adequacy of the supporting assessments, | believe a precautionary approach should be applied in the
assessment of this application. | respectfully request that An Coimisitn Pleanéla refuse permission for the
proposed development.

Yours Sincerely,

D 7

Name: Denis Flynn
Date: 25 May 2026



